
Presentation 
Mid-Semester 

Contemporary Silk Road 



Asian influenced 
Design in 

Melbourne 



Sushi 

Chinese Festive Mask Chinese Umbrella Sushi 



Chinese Festive Mask Maneki-neko 



Decorative 
Bollard 

Modern Asian-
influenced Sculpture 

Chinese Statue 



Decorative 
Pavement 

Chinese Signs in 
Laneway 

Chinese 
Ornament 



Contemporary Chinese Architecture 
Box Hill Bank Sign in Box Hill 



Melbourne NOW 
Exhibition 



Asian Alleyway 



Ceramic Table 



Gamelan Sisters 
An abstract design of a grand piano, this installation 
made primarily out of timber (mountain ash), brass, mild 
steel and electronics can be played manually by 
pressing buttons on the wall or by using the inbuilt, pre-
set melodies. 
 



Ceramic Figurines 



Japanese 
Comic Heroes 

Created by artist Christopher Langton 
 

Over-sized life figurines of the ‘Manga’ 
characters 



Design Projects 
Compilation of  



Chevrolet EN-V Concept Car 
GM Holden's advanced design studio in 
Fisherman's Bend, Melbourne contributed 
to the global design project with the blue 
“Xiao” (Happy) concept.  This concept 
car is designed and targeted for those 
living in the minimal space available in 
high-density mega cities that are located 
throughout Asia. 



Chevrolet EN-V 
Concept Car 

General Motors Japan Ltd. 
displayed the next-generation 
Chevrolet EN-V concept 
vehicle at the Tokyo Motor 
Show’s “Smart Mobility City 
2011” from Nov. 30 through 
Dec.11.  It was the first Asian 
showing of the concept under 
the Chevrolet brand.  
 



Mutual Symphony 
“With the concept of symbiosis, single elements will be used to interweave 
with other units to construct a living body of machinery, light and shadow.  
At the same time, this is also a media research on cross two extreme 
media: Paper and Electronics. The medium of paper is always a good 
medium for different kind of art 
but “too far away” to 
electronics. 
Experimenting the cross medium 
is one of our concept of this 
work. Also, New Media Arts & 
Design always giving a sense of 
cold to the audience, injecting 
“life” into new media art and 
paper to try to make the work 
alive.”  



Mutual Symphony 
Awards Won: 
+ Award 
Asia Digital Art Award 2012, 入賞, 
Japan, 2013 
Design For Asia Award 2013, Gold 
Award, Hong Kong, 2013 
- 
+ Exhibition 
Toolkit Festival 2013, Venice, Italy, 
2013 
Asia Digital Art Award 2012, 福岡ア
ジア美術館, Japan, 2013 
機械森林, Taipei Digital Art Centre, 
Taipei, 2012 
Dynamic Livings, Solo Exhibition of 
Dimension+, K11, Hong Kong, 
2011-2012 
 



Bamboo Chair 
¡  Designed by Tejo Remy 

and René Veenhuizen 

¡  100% Bamboo 

¡  Uses long-established Asian 
plaiting methods in 
combination with modern 
Dutch design techniques. 



Bamboo Chair 

§  Strips of Bamboo 250mm by 
10mm are arched to create 
the main frame 

 

§  They are lightweight and 
sturdy, which helps to make 
it unique 

 

  
http://freshome.com/2013/12/21/eco-friendly-design-dutch-personality-bamboo-chair/  

www.dutchdesignonly.nl  



East Asian Games Architecture 
¡  Hong Kong hosted the East 

Asian Games in Decemeber 
2009. 

¡  In November 2006, HEAD 
Architecture won an open 
competition to design the 
venues around Hong Kong. 

¡  Total of 13 venues around 
Hong Kong. 

¡  HEAD were able to create 
clear and unified visual 
thematic designs for all 
venues. 

http://www.archello.com/en/project/east-asian-game# 



East Asian Games 
Architecture 
Positives of HEAD’s proposal that won 
them the contract: 

¡  Provided a cost-effective and 
environmental solution to the brief. 

¡  The design was inspired by the East 
Asian Games emblem. 

¡  Ease of Implementation 

¡  Thematic design for all venues 

¡ Made use of public areas for sitting 
areas, food and beverages 



East Asian Games Architecture 



Nadia Furniture 
Collection 
§  Brand- Matsuso T 

 

§  Designer- Jin Kuramoto 

§  Made entirely out of solid 
wood 

§  Uses a traditional Japanese 
interlocking technique, know 
as ‘Kumiki’. 

§  This enhances the strength 
while creating a unique and 
distinctive design 



Nadia Furniture Collection 



Agravic Stone Table 
¡ Designer- Tokujin Yoshioka 

¡ An eye-catching ‘ultra modern – 
bordering on futuristic design’ 

¡  The design was inspired by Tokujin’s 
vision of the future 

¡  The massive furniture piece seems 
to free itself, and exist on its own, as 
if floating in the air. 

http://www.designboom.com/design/agravic-stone-table-of-the-universe-by-tokujin-
yoshioka-03-11-2014/ 



Agravic Stone Table  



 
Kenneth Cobonpue 

Interview 
§  Kenneth Cobonpue was born 

and raised in Cebu, Philippines. 
§  Industrial Designer 
§  Begun to be globally 

recognised for his signature 
designs in natural fibres and 
materials 

§  Rattan 

§  Buri 

§  Bamboo 

§  Abaca 

§  Due to his Asian heritage, he is 
known for his passion and 
utilisation of local craft and 
natural materials. 

§  Named ‘Designer of the Year’ 
by Maison&Objet 



What inspires you? 

¡  It comes from all sorts of 
places.  I try not to force 
inspiration, but let it 
come naturally. 

¡  Examples of his 
inspiration: 

•  Crushed Coke Can 

•  A piece of croissant 

•  A dog 



Number one challenge for the design 
Industry in the Philippines or Southeast Asia? 

¡ A lot of competition from neighbouring countries 
especially with the manufacturing industry. 
¡  Thailand 

¡  Singapore etc 

¡ Design is becoming to homogenous and similar 
at this present time. 



Difference between 
Asian and Western 
Designers? 

§  Asian Designers are extremely good 
at utilising local crafts such as 
weaving. 

§  Cobonpue states: “I think we are 
second to none in Asia. We have 
experience in weaving almost 
anything from carbon fibre to 
bamboo to combination of 
composite materials. We’ve been 
doing it a long time. It’s a cultural 
thing.” 



One bit of advice to 
designer who are just 
starting out. 
§  Do what is natural, what’s in your heart. 

§  Have a spirit of fun, to show you enjoy what you are doing. 

§  Don’t become like most designers and just follow trends or become too 
commercial. You will become ‘nothing’, there’s no soul. 

§  Put yourself in the 
design as well, so you 
can come up with 
products that have 
heart. 



KOKUYO 
¡  Designer- Shunji Yamanaka 

¡  Since 1905, KOKUYO has 
been making products that 
heavily consider the users’ 
perspective 

¡  Due to the growing number 
of people sitting at desks in 
front of computers it is 
important to have good 
posture. 

¡  KOKUYO have developed 
‘Avein’, that creates user 
comfort and promotes a 
healthy posture. 



Features of ‘Avein’ 
¡  Uniquely developed air cushions that match the contours of the human 

body. 

¡  Each set of cushions – two on the top and bottom of the chair back and 
two on the front and rear of the seat – are connected by ‘air veins’. 

¡  These ‘air veins’ allows air to flow between the paired up air cushions in 
response to the user’s posture and movements.  This optimises the 
distribution of body pressure. 

¡  In addition, valves control the flow of air 
between the cushions, to enable the user 
to change the comfort levels with infinite 
possibilities.”  



Oriental Inspired 
Coaster Designs 

This set of decorative cup 
coasters could be manufactured 
using the laser cutter to cut these 
designs out of 3mm MDF.  The 
designs then would be coated in 
a sealer and painted using a high 
quality paint such as two-pac 
finish.  These coasters could come 
in a small variety of colours, that 
still are common in the Japanese 
and Chinese societies, such as 
red, black and white. 



Oriental Inspired Coaster Designs 



Wordle relating to China 



Chinese Design 
Projects 



Sky Soho 



§  Incorporates and combines office 
space and retail. 

§  Located close to Hongqiao 
Transportation Hub near Shanghai’s 
city centre and Hongqiao Airport. 

§  Due to be completed this year 



Vitra Fire Station 



Digital Furniture 
¡ Designer – Zhang Zhoujie 

¡  This digital furniture concept is inspired by the 
Taoist concept of “action through inaction”. 

 ¡ Data is collected 
regarding the clients clients 
desired shape, then 
Zhoujie’s program uses 
‘Triangulation’ and 
‘Simulation’ to make each 
piece furniture unique. 

¡  Hence the ‘action through 
inaction’ 





Intertwined 

§  Developed by Chinese 
design studio ‘Kan & 
Lau Design’. 

§  One stool shyly ‘hugs’ 
the other stool 



Phillips 
Traditional 
Chinese Health 
§  “Pushy” is a nose 

massager. 

§  Creates heat gradually 
by friction. 

§  Can be simply held with 
2 fingers. 

§  Massages the nose 
around the Ying Xiang 
point, and is believed to 
help keep away 
diseases and sicknesses 
including the cold. 

‘Pushy’ 



‘Knockie’ 

§  “Knockie” 
is a pat 
hammer 
massager. 

§  3 massage 
modes 

§  Helps to 
release 
stress in 
shoulders, 
legs and 
feet. 



Indonesian 
Design Projects 



alvin-T 

§  Native Indonesian 
product designer 

§  Wants to help 
Indonesia create its 
own design identity. 

§  Uses only 
Indonesian 
resources to 
compete against 
other countries 



The Mingle 

§  Designed to 
socialise on. 

§  The aim was to 
manifest the 
modern 
contemporary 
Indonesian design 
and put it on the 
map. 



The Pouf ‘Jewel’ 
¡ A shiny object given my the covering of mosaic 

tiles that causes it to resemble a snakeskin 

¡  Hence gives an impression of luxury 

¡ Again is is only constructed using traditional 
Indonesian craftsmanship and methods 





Old Timer Rattan 
Lounge Chair. 

¡  Designed by a young 
Indonesian Designer, Abie 
Abdillah 

¡  Shape was inspired by an old 
transport means, the Morris. 



Palapa-Nusantara 
Indonesian Jewellery 
§  Designed by 5 design students 

from the Bandung Institute. 
§  Anastasia Sulemantoro 

§  Annisa Fardan Nabila 

§  Aulia Amanda Santoso 

§  Emeraldi Kumastyo Paramaeswara 

§  Maria Yosepha  



§  Palapa is a traditional Indonesian belief of ‘giving’. 
§  It is an innate part of the Indonesian culture to give. 
§  Consists of 8 parts which then resembles the 8 elthic groups: 
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