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- Who is design for? Upper middle class vs the poor

- Look back, borrow, or radical innovation? Tradition 
vs Appropriation vs Divergent Creation

Design Discourses

- Incrementalism, small changes - convergence

- User Centred Design

Design Methods



- Lots of graduates (10,000+ per year) but not many jobs

- Little concept of the value of design beyond business

- Divergent thinking vs convergent. Eastern philosophical system 
struggles with divergent.

China’s Design Revolution  - Chapter Reading 

Justice, L, 2012. China’s Design Revolution (Design Thinking, Design Theo-
ry). 1st ed. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

http://asiandesignrmit.wordpress.com/2014/03/10/short-summa-
ry-of-chapter-7-of-chinas-design-revolution/

http://asiandesignrmit.wordpress.com/2014/03/10/short-summary-of-chapter-7-of-chinas-design-revolution/
http://asiandesignrmit.wordpress.com/2014/03/10/short-summary-of-chapter-7-of-chinas-design-revolution/


- highlights many of the issues that come along with attempting to 
understand ‘Asian Design’ through a Western frame, and goes on to re-
peat a call that seems to be made loudly at least once a decade in the 
modern world; that a successful integration of Eastern and Western 
thought, particularly design thought, has the potential to reconcile 
the faults of both systems and chart us a path to a bright, shiny new 
future.

- this is probably hyperbole

Design, Development, Culture, and Cultural 
Legacies in Asia

Ghose, R Design, Development, Culture, and Cultural Legacies in Asia, De-
sign Issues, Vol. 6, No. 1, Design in Asia and Australia (Autumn, 1989), pp. 
31-48 

http://asiandesignrmit.wordpress.com/2014/04/06/week-5-part-1-re-
sponse-to-2-readings/

http://asiandesignrmit.wordpress.com/2014/04/06/week-5-part-1-response-to-2-readings/
http://asiandesignrmit.wordpress.com/2014/04/06/week-5-part-1-response-to-2-readings/


- Looks at strains of thought stemming from relatively ancient works 
such as the I Ching, the Analects and the Dao Te Ching and identifies 
the core features of Chinese philosophy, and proposes a method for 
combining philosophies in products to produce something not just 
sensuous/transcendant/Indian, intuitive/harmonious/Chinese or ra-
tional/progressive/Greek but a combination.

- a handy model

Culture Based Knowledge Towards New 
Design Thinking and Practice

Leong, B. and Clark, H.; Culture-Based Knowledge Towards New Design 
Thinking and Practice: A Dialogue, Design Issues, Vol. 19, No. 3 (Summer, 
2003), pp. 48-58

http://asiandesignrmit.wordpress.com/2014/04/06/week-5-part-1-response-to-
2-readings/

http://asiandesignrmit.wordpress.com/2014/04/06/week-5-part-1-response-to-2-readings/
http://asiandesignrmit.wordpress.com/2014/04/06/week-5-part-1-response-to-2-readings/


- Upper middle class vs much larger underclass - White Paper talks 
like the only opportunity is with the upper

- Our relationship with Asia needs to be reflexive; one that involves 
changes in both directions. We in the West need to be accepting of at 
least as much change in mindsets and ways of living back from the 
East to the West as we hope to improve the lives of those in Asia.

White Paper: Australia in the Asian Century

White Paper: Australia in the Asian Century, Commonwealth of Australia, 
2012 

http://asiandesignrmit.wordpress.com/2014/03/10/short-summa-
ry-of-chapter-7-of-chinas-design-revolution/

http://asiandesignrmit.wordpress.com/2014/03/10/short-summary-of-chapter-7-of-chinas-design-revolution/
http://asiandesignrmit.wordpress.com/2014/03/10/short-summary-of-chapter-7-of-chinas-design-revolution/


Designer: A21 Studio
Article: Dezeen, Fancy

“By designing this bike with materials, which 
can be easily found everywhere, we hope not 
only to bring true happiness to children but 
also remind us about our childhood,” say the 
designers. 

Also cool about designing the bike with mate-
rials that can be found anywhere: the materi-
als can be found anywhere.

Non-toxic, too.

Design Projects

Bamboo Tricycle

http://www.a21studio.com.vn/
http://www.dezeen.com/2013/06/30/bamboo-tricycle-by-a21-studio/
http://fancy.com/things/396578978787234555/Bamboo-tricycle-by-a21-studio


Designer: Afimilk 
Articles: TH Milk, Vietnam Investment Review

Brand is based on trust, authenticity. Huge 
systems design challenge.

- The world’s largest turn-key dairy farm pro-
ject

- Supplies Vietnam with fresh high quality 
milk

 - 12 dairy farms with 32,000 milking cows
    Milk Production plan:
        2012:  >300 tons/day
        2014:  >400 tons/day

Design Projects

TH Milk Dairy Farm

http://www.afimilk.com/projects/vietnam-project
http://www.thmilk.vn/en/
http://www.vir.com.vn/news/en/corporate/milking-israeli-hi-tech-dairy-farming-techniques.html


Designer: Milk Design
Article: HK Design Centre, Blog

Chi-Wing found he was throwing away many 
of the pieces he had grown attached to, and 
wanted to extend their lives and make them 
useful again. 

His goal was to, ‘add new design elements 
while keeping the smallest changes and their 
original nature and beauty to continue their 
uses for today’s living.’

Design Projects

Repair, by Milk Design

http://www.milkdesign.com.hk/repair
http://www.hkdesigncentre.org/download/newsclipping/2013/June/SCMP_5June2013_Property_p4_ArtBasel.pdf
http://www.toothpicnations.co.uk/my-blog/%3Fp%3D1505


Designer: HK Design Centre, Local Govern-
ment
Article: HK Design Centre, FB Group

The regional government funds this project, 
that ‘aims at nurturing design startup compa-
nies to meet the challenges during the early 
and critical start-up stage of development.’

It’s a two year programme, that gives access 
to a number of services; ‘ready-to-use office, 
financial subsidies, business development and 
networking opportunities with industrial or-
ganisations, academic institutes, professional 
bodies and potential business partners.’

Design Projects

HK Design Incubator

http://www.hkdesigncentre.org/download/newsclipping/2013/June/SCMP_5June2013_Property_p4_ArtBasel.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/dip.hkdc


Designer: Unkown
Article: electricbike.com, Geoby EV

There’s a reason that most of the bikes that 
come out of China look them same, even 
though they’re ordered from different compa-
nies. Most companies that sell bikes are re-
selling a generic bike made by one of the few 
companies like Geoby. If you’re happy to order 
in 100+ bike shipments, Geoby might be the 
right company for you.

Design Projects

Geoby Bikes

http://www.electricbike.com/geoby-one-of-chinas-biggest-suppliers-of-generic-e-bikes-for-export/
http://www.google.com.au/url%3Fsa%3Dt%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dweb%26cd%3D1%26cad%3Drja%26uact%3D8%26ved%3D0CCwQFjAA%26url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.geobyev.com%252Fen%252Fproducts.aspx%26ei%3DldlfU_y4JomgkgXmt4DQDA%26usg%3DAFQjCNG7OtQfLbsrxMV78wlg4hL5Rbbf5g%26sig2%3DVJSGWxt7QyZJ-JOf1iphGA%26bvm%3Dbv.65397613%2Cd.dGI


Designer: Foshan Municipality / Chinese Gov-
ernment
Article: FSOA, GIDC, Szida

The GIDC describes itself as, “an industrial de-
sign service cluster set up to serve the enor-
mous local manufacturing market and be-
yond”.

China is fast developing their design capacity 
and industry, and this project is a large scale 
one aiming to build a whole city dedicated to 
design. Part of the complex has already been 
built, with reportedly 80+ industrial design re-
lated firms already working from the park.

Design Projects

Guangdong Industrial Design City

http://www.fsoa.org/index.php/outsourcing_en/info/5921
http://www.gidc.cc/cn/Index.aspx
http://www.szida.org/a/news/2012/1031/2074.html


Designer: Lai Fung, MLG
Article: BusinessWeek, Gamespot, Macau Busi-
ness Daily

Announced only a few days ago, this project 
will be the largest gaming stadium in the 
world, and be connected by bridge to HK and 
Macau.

The first phase of development, which in-
cludes the arena, is expected to cost $480 
million and is slated for completion in 2017. It 
will be part of a larger ‘Creative Culture City’.

Design Projects

Henqin Gamin Stadium

http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2014-04-25/hengqin-near-macau-to-host-the-worlds-first-video-game-stadium
http://www.gamespot.com/articles/world-s-first-video-game-stadium-gets-underway/1100-6419215/
http://macaubusinessdaily.com/Business/Hengqin-video-project-virtual-reality
http://macaubusinessdaily.com/Business/Hengqin-video-project-virtual-reality


Designer: UNIT Studio
Article: Gizmodo, Design Boom

The exterior of A8 Music’s HQ in downtown 
Shenzen has a huge reactive LED facade, 
that uses a colour/music transcribing system 
called a scriabin keyboard to ‘play’ the music 
people are downloading.

Design Projects

A8 Music HQ Download Wall

http://www.myunit.com/
http://gizmodo.com/this-music-company-uses-its-building-to-visualize-what-1567606722
http://www.designboom.com/architecture/unit-a8-music-group-shenzhen-04-25-2014/


Designer: Simpson Tse &3x
Article: HK Young Design Talent Awards 2013, 
360 Magazine China No.40 

‘I’MPERFECT is a movement that encourag-
es appreciation on imperfection of the things 
we use, the people around us as well as our-
selves. ’  -Tse

Design Projects

Imperfect

http://www.3x.dk/projects/
http://www.ydta.hk/2014/pages/en/news/2013/detail/%3Fp%3DSimpson
http://www.i-mperfect.org/news-press/120721-360


Presentation over.


